A Sample of an 11-12 Grade Argumentation/Analysis Skills Ladder

Based on previous instruction, teachers need to determine which skills are going to be targeted and which will be supportive when writing/implementing an LDC module.  (In this sample skills ladder, an essay will be used as the student product.  Modifications in the ladder may be needed to reflect text and product.) 
	Task 2 Template: [Insert question] After reading ________ (informational texts), write a/an ________ (essay or substitute) that addresses the question and support your position with evidence from the text(s).  L2 Be sure to acknowledge competing views. L3 Give examples from past or current events or issues to illustrate and clarify your position. (Argumentation/Analysis)


Section 2: What Skills? Grade11-12

	Skill 
	Grade 11-12 DefinitionS – (This Skills Ladder Assumes the use of Informational and argumentative Texts)

	Skills Cluster 1: Preparing for the Task 

	1. Task analysis
	Ability to understand and explain the task’s prompt and rubric (SL11-12.1).

	2. Project Planning
	Ability to work with peers to set clear goals and deadlines to accomplish the task on time (SL11-12.1).

	Skills Cluster 2: Reading Process

	1. Readying for Reading
	Ability to ready for reading by preparing a note-taking format.

	2. Close Active Reading, Essential Vocabulary and Note Taking
	Ability to:

· read purposefully; cite and record several pieces of strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain (RI11-12.1);

· use vocabulary acquisition strategies to learn unknown, multiple meaning, figurative, and grade 11-12 academic/domain specific language (L11-12.4, L11-12.5, L11-12.6);
· determine the meaning of words and phrases and analyze how an author’s claims are developed and refined by particular sections of text(s); analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (RI11-12.4, RI11-12.5);
· determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another (RI11-12.2); 

· summarize text (RI11-12.2);

· delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid/legal and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statement and fallacious reasoning (RI11-12.8);

· assess the strengths and limitations of each source in responding to the teaching task and follow a standard format for citation (W11-12.8).
* The specifics of the skills listed above are further defined by the texts and teaching task.

	3. Organizing Notes 
	Ability to integrate evidence from different sources/formats; select, analyze and prioritize strong and thorough facts and passages for use in one’s own writing (W11-12.8, RI11-12.1, RI11-12.2).


	Skills Cluster 3: Transition to Writing

	1. Bridging Conversations
	Ability to: 

· explain the rubric and begin linking reading, notes, and discussion to writing task; 

· engage in a range of collaborative conversations to interpret information, and evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used (SL11-12.1, SL11-12.2, SL11-12.3);

· present information, findings, and supporting evidence conveying a clear and distinct perspective such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task (SL11-12.4).

	2. Readying as a Writer
	Ability to explain the mode and text structure, the rubric, and link discussions to the writing task (SL11-12.1, W11-12.5).

	Skills Cluster 4: Writing Process

	1. Establishing a Claim
	Ability to introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims (W11-12.1). 

	2. Planning
	Ability to create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence (W11-12.1). 

	3. Development 1
	Ability to:

· write an initial draft of an opening paragraph to include claim(s) and counterclaims

· anticipate the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases (W11-12.1);

· use words, phrases, and clauses, as well as varied syntax, to link the major sections of the text, creating cohesion and clarifying the relationships between/among the claim(s), reasons, evidence, and counterclaim(s) (W11-12.1);

· use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (L11-12.6); 

	3. Development 2
	Ability to:

· construct an initial draft of the body paragraphs  and develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both (W11-12.1, RI11-12.1);

· develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples (W11-12.1);

· anticipate the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases (W11-12.1);

· use words, phrases, and clauses, as well as varied syntax, to link the major sections of the text, creating cohesion and clarifying the relationships between/among the claim(s), reasons, evidence, and counterclaim(s) (W11-12.1);

· use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (L11-12.6);

	3. Development 3
	Ability to:

· anticipate the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases (W11-12.1);

· use words, phrases, and clauses, as well as varied syntax, to link the major sections of the text, creating cohesion and clarifying the relationships between/among the claim(s), reasons, evidence, and counterclaim(s) (W11-12.1);

· use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (L11-12.6);
· provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented (W11-12.1).


	4. Revision 1
	Ability to develop a clear and coherent line of thought which responds to the prompt and maintains focus on developing all aspects of the task steadily throughout the piece. (W11-12.4)

	5. Revision 2
	Ability to use words, clauses, sentence patterns and knowledge of language (varying syntax) to create cohesion, clarify the relationship among claims and reasons, focus on purpose and audience, and maintain a formal style (W11-12.4, W11-12.5, L11-12.3).

	6. Editing
	Ability to demonstrate command of conventions of standard English grammar and usage; capitalization, punctuation and spelling; and its conventions when writing (W11-12.1, L11-12.1, L11-12.2, L11-12.3).

	7. Completion
	Ability to submit final piece that meets expectations.


1
Copyright  © 2013 Reach Associates


