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LEVEL 1: 
Questions to gather information

•	 What are the details?

•	 How would you describe…?

•	 What do you see? (if an image) 

•	 What do you hear? (if music)

LEVEL 2: 
Questions to make sense of information

•	 What do you think the main idea is?

•	 What do you think is happening?

•	 What made you think that?

•	 What do you think about...?

•	 How is this different from…? 

•	 How is this similar to…?

•	 How do you explain…?

•	 What is the evidence in the text?

LEVEL 3: 

Questions to extend your thinking 

•	 Why do you think this happened?

•	 What do you think will happen next?

•	 What do you think this experience was like?

•	 What would happen if…?

•	 How does this fit in with what we have learned?

•	 What do you think…reveals about…?

•	 What do you think…represents?

•	 Is there another way of looking at this?

•	 Why is this important?

Questions that ask for any  
response to be made clearer

•	 What do you mean by that?

•	 Could you say that in another way?

•	 Tell me more about…

•	 How does what you said relate to 	
	 our discussion?

•	 How does …relate to…?

•	 Do you mean…or…?

•	 Can you give an example?


